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BEIH -
Beyond the Breaking Point : Locations of Hope through the lens of land activism in HongKong , Shan Huang , HK topic 2023 , Critical Asia Archives

7E : This second kind of hope, which | should call generative hope, resonates with land activism’s more constructive agenda of preserving—and sometimes establishing
—pro-justice publics, alternative forms of social life and livelihoods, as well as living environments via grassroots organizations. In these activist interventions, the
(re)making of place/location, the assessing of political opportunity, and the building of social relationship were always intertwined as they yielded the very content of
hope. That is, something desirable that we are drawn to but cannot fully fix into language now may be further specified in a particular location if we find ways to
formulate it together without rejecting the possibilities that we ourselves may be changed in due processes.

Instead of hoping for/with a breaking point, generative hope is more about constantly being attentive to the present condition. This temporality of hope resonates with
Jonathan Lear’s theorizing of the radicality of hope, which points to “a future goodness that transcends the current ability to understand what it is” (2008: 103).[7] In the
case he examines, what is hoped a subjectivity that is at once identifiable with a disappearing way of life but may have a different shape.[8] Hong Kong’s land activism
ushers us to a slightly different terrain of imagination: if hope always has a (socio-geographical) space and creates space, then the social relationship and knowledge of
certain locations are worth investing because they are epistemologically and methodologically immanent to sayable moral and political ideals.
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